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Preservation of analog photographs at a digital age
Bertrand [ avédrine

Abstract

The field of photographs preservation has undergone momentous changes over the last few
decades in particular with the development of digital technologies. This makes photographs from
the analog era, with its well-defined beginning and end dates, a more precious commodity. Many
institutions around the world recognize this essential part of the world’s visual heritage among
their holdings. However, for other institutions, digital image fully replace analog photograph
collections that become cumbersome and expensive to maintain, and the need to keep them is
questionned. This presentation aims to stress the importance of keeping original analog
photograph collections for their intrinsec values, it describes the main risks in the long term
preservation of this heritage and gives recommandations for long term storage and preventive

conservation.



