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Yanase Peter ¢ Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Nara Capital

TR
P
s
His
FE5

eSS

Nara Capital
West Market
East Market
Right Capital
Left Capital
grid-like layout
1. (row) avenue

2. TOW

1. (column) avenue
2. column

when referring to the space between two column avenues

block

avenue

Second Row Avenue
Suzaku Boulevard
Todaiji

Hokkeji

Kofukuji

Daianji

Gangoji

Yakushiji
Toshodaiji

Saidaiji

Sairyuji
Tamura-no-dai
Prince Nagaya's residence
Rajo Gate

Chang’an
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EXCAVATION SURVEY REPORT ON

THE ASUKA-IKE SITE

2022
Nara NaTioNaL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
For CULTURAL PROPERTIES

http://doi.orq/10.24484/sitereports.130180

BN ENTVWE5EEHH D

SUMMARY

A Process leading to the excavation

The Asuka-ike

prefecture. The site lies in a small basit

L& is an ent workshop site located in Asuka

Temple,
ame “Asuka-ike (pondy’

the southeast of Asuka-

the frst full-fledged Buddhist temple in Japan. The site

iis derived from an irrigation pond built in the early medern perind. In 1991, it was

decided that the pond would §
conducted prior to the re

archaeological site. Conseque

bottem of the pond.

Thereinafter, plans were conceived to build the Nara Prefecture Complex of

Cyo Culture on the site. rdingly, the Nara National Cultural Properties

rendent Administrative Institution,
1 National Research

v survey between 191

Institute (the pr
Institute for
(001, The

1l Institutes for Cultural He
1 Prop

svered 14,219 sq. meters.

ties) conducted a prel

The ex

comprehensive workshops

avation con «d that the site was extensive and preserved

ceumilating ancient handi

It technigues. The

workshops ssing of gold and silver, manufacto of the
Buddhist
and tools, weapons, ete., and production of beads combining glass, quartz crystal,
ze of F
cxilts above, in August 2001, the 19,981 ag. meters

a-ike

wped in the pr

¥ ttings

ber, as well as the coi honsen copper coing, Japan's oldest coined

site with 1he name "A;

Workshop 5

B Location and structure of the site

The site lies in a small between low hills that T off to the east and

en hills

west from the soutl The valley line extends from a point close to the

rinet of Asuks

southeastern corner of the pr fera Temple to about 250 meters

south. It alzo branches off on the way to the southwest, forming a small "West

Valley” about 65 meters long. In this report, the valley line leading to the

e to as the “East
as Lhe “West Valley”.

Sakaluneishi Site locs t in the vall

Vallew™, w the va nehing off to the south-wes

onewerk of the

At the innermost area of the East Valley is the Turtle-Shaped 5

Bite, The Asuka-ike Site occupies a sp andwiched between the

uka-dera Temple. The kills that constitute the western
boundary of the Asuka-ike Site also form the eastern edge of the Asuka basin.
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Figure 2: Oblique view of Thalos IV, Palace of Nestor. This photogrammetry model is synthesised from four separate models [chamber, antas, lintel
stone, and domed roof exterior) and is georectified using both GPS-referenced control points and locally-referenced common anchor points.

!
Tholes IV, Palace of Nestor. 3D model of the 1957 reconstructed tomb. This photogrammetry model is synthesized from four separate models

(chamber, antas, lintel stone, and domed roof exterior).

Excavation of the tomb began on 25 May 1953, directed by Taylour and undertaken by four workmen. The narrative that follows hereis an
abridged account of that given by Taylour (1973, 98-107). Work began in the area of the tomb's lintel block (visible above ground), working
first on the outside and then the inside of the blocking wall in the structure's doorway. The dromos (entrance corridor) of the tomb extended
across the Kanakares' vineyards, and permission was only granted to dig here from half-way through the campaign. Meanwhile, the interior of
the tomb was dug in two sections, separated artificially by a staircase formed to allow workmen to access the interior space (Figure 3). The
floor of the tomb was found 4.9m down from the surface, revealing a structure with a total diameter of 9.35m. Excavation continued a further
1m te investigate pits dug into the tomb floor, in addition to the excavation of a stone cist found by the south-east wall. Excavation ended on
23 July, 51 days after the first trench was opened.

https://www.intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue56
/5/full-text.html
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