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Abstract of Research Project
From ancient and medieval times onward, traditional intellectual systems in Japan were
tennohouse-centered “knowledge networks”: libraries of palaces, noble houses, temples, and
shrines that semi-independently acquired, collated, and preserved materials. Taken as a whole,
a knowledge network might be regarded as having functioned as premodern society’s version of an
organic database. The purpose of this research is to inaugurate, as a new scholarly field,
Japanese Library Catalogue Studies, a mode of analysis that gathers together digitized materials
based upon the groupings of the Imperial Library Collection and major holdings of the noble
houses and uses these catalogues to make synchronic restorations of the original library forms.
Such an enterprise will serve elucidate the structure and specifics of traditional intellectual
systems, and also serve to revitalize the basis of research in Japanese classics.



